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The Next Wave Sound Tutorial

Audacity is a lightweight but powerful open source
audio editor and recorder (further detail can be

found at http://audacity.sourceforge.net/about/

As well as being both free in terms of cost and
speech, it is a trustable program free from any

malware (spyware, adware etc).

This tutorial will detail your end of thenextwave.co.uk
submission process - taking your digital audio file
and creating both the whole song and 30 second

clip form mp3s at a 128Kbps Bit Rate.



I. DOWNLOAD PROGRAM AND INSTALL.

1.1 WINDOWS
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windows (change to nextwave download page)
Download the installer file from the above link and run it.

1.2 MAC OS X

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/mac (change to nextwave download page)
Download the .dmg file from the above link. Open the .dmg (Fig.0l - Mac) and drag the Audacity file to your
Applications folder (Fig.02 - Mac).
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Fig.0l - Mac Fig.02 - Mac

2. DOWNLOAD LAME LIBRARY AND CONFIGURE.

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/faq’s=install&item=lame-mp3 (change to nextwave link)
Download the library relevant to your operating system (Fig.03-04 - Mac, Fig.01-02 - Pc).
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For convenience it can be stored in the folder you will be using for this project - be that your desktop or a
folder created within your file system. (put unzipped dll/lib on nextwave site).



Launch Audacity (with Windows do to Start -> Programs -> Audacity (Fig.04 - Pc), with Mac OS X go to Finder

-> Applications -> Audacity (Fig.05 - Mac) and open the program's preferences (with Windows, Menu Bar ->
File -> Preferences, with Mac OS X, Menu Bar -> Audacity -> Preferences).
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Choose the 'File Formats' tab at the top then in the 'MP3 Export Setup' section click on 'Find Library' and
locate where the MP3 library was saved (Fig.6-9 - Mac). Finally, confirm the selected Bit Rate is set at |28kbps.
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3. ACQUIRE AUDIO

The next stage of the process is to acquire a digital copy the song you wish to upload to us. If you already
have a high quality digital file on your computer of the track you wish to work with you can skip straight to
step 3.2, otherwise if you want to work from a CD we can guide you through the process



3.1 FROM CD
3.1.1 WINDOWS

Our aim is to extract the song from the CD onto the hard disk in a form we can then manipulate. AstonSoft's
Deep Ripper can simply meet our needs. After downloading the installer from their website
(http://www.deepburner.com/download/DeepRipper|.exe) and proceeding through the installation, the program
can be run by going to Start -> Programs -> DeepRipper -> DeepRipper. (Fig.05 - Pc)
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With the program running, in the large 'Rip settings' button to the left the desired format, .wav, can be chosen.
(Fig.06-07 - Pc)
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Finally, insert the CD you wish to use into your computer, select the one track you wish to extract and hit the
'Rip' button, then instructing the location you are using to save this project's files. (Fig.08-10 - Pc).
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3..2MACOS X

Mac OS X conveniently has built in support for extracting audio from CDs. Simply insert the CD you wish
to work from into your Mac, bring up a Finder window from the Dock, open the CD then drag the necessary

track to your hard disk. (Fig.10-12 - Mac).
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3.2 FROM FILE

Once you have your song file it is simply a case of opening it within Audacity. Switch to Audacity, go to Menu
Bar -> File -> Open then locate your digital audio file. (Fig.13-16 - Mac)
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4. SAVE WHOLE TRACK MP3

The first thing TheNextWave requires is a full length, 128kbps MP3 for the selection process.To generate this,
with the relevant song opened in Step 3.2, go to Menu Bar -> File -> Export As MP3 then select and remember
the filename and location, as this will be one of the files uploaded to the site.The request for ID3 Tag Meta
Information can be ignored - our system adds that from the details you give us later. (Fig.|7 - Mac).
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5. TRIM AUDIO DOWN.

The second audio file TheNextWave asks for is a 30 preview clip of your song to speed public assessment.

The first task is to find the best 25 - 35 second clip within the song - this could be from the start, middle or end.
Use of the green play button and the mouse as a selection tool allows one to move navigate around the track.
Once you have chosen you 25 - 35 second period it must be trimmed out of the whole song to work with -
simply select the area with a left button click drag of the mouse (the Selection status bar at the bottom of the
window displays the length of the selection), then go to Menu Bar -> Edit -> Trim. At any point changes can be
reversed by going to Menu Bar -> Edit -> Undo. (Fig.18 - Mac).

Fig.18 - Mac

6. FADE IN/OUT.

This step may be unnecessary for your you particular clip, but if needed fades can be applied by selecting desired
areas with left click mouse drags and going to Menu Bar -> Effect -> Fade In/Out. (Fig.19-20 - Mac).
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7. SAVE AS MP3.

Now the generated clip must also be outputted as an MP3. Don't worry about silence either side of the track
- Audacity will ignor that when exporting.As before the process is to go to Menu Bar -> File -> Export As
MP3, giving the file a different name to represent the fact it is the shortened version of the song.Again, the
request for ID3 Tag Meta Information can be ignored - our system adds that from the details you give us later.
(Fig.21-22 - Mac).
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8. UPLOAD TO US.

With both MP3s created you are now ready to sign up to TheNextVWave.
Simply visit http://www.thenextwave.co.uk/ and select ? (picture?).



